THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

exceeded those of any branch of the Services. If we take April I as
the opening of the air campaign and from then till June 30, over
7,000 men of the Home Command from the R.A.F. alone have been
killed or are missing. United States losses are also most severe. The
devotion of the pilots and the air crews of both countries was sublime.

Since those days we have been in constant battle. General Omar
Bradley clearing the Cherbourg Peninsula, and General Dempsey
occupying the area around Caen. We have inflicted losses on the
enemy which are about double those we have suffered ourselves. It is
remarkable considering we were the challengers, and unusual com-
pared with the experiences of the last war. We have been hampered
continually by the most unseasonable weather, which by its early
mists and low clouds has day after day put off operations by rendering
impossible the avalanche of fire and steel with which our air power
prepares for an attack. Now at last we are gaining that space in
which to deploy which is necessary for armies of the size that we are
using.

I must confess that the latest news seems to me extremely good.
The first American Army advancing down the Atlantic coast has
reached the line of the River Selune, and may well be approaching the
important railway centre of Rennes, about half-way across the base of
the Brest Peninsula. Farther to the East the Americans have by-
passed the town of Villedieu-le-Poeles and have captured Brecey.
The British attack has also made very great progress and has advanced
in the centre about 12 miles. On the Canadian front South of Caen
we attacked yesterday, and heavy fighting is in progress. We are
largely superior to the enemy in men, in armour and in the air, and
I have little doubt in mobility also once the front is widened out.

It is the wish and also the desire of General Eisenhower that the
battle for Normandy should be viewed as a whole and as one single
set of operations conducted by an Allied Force, linked in brotherhood
and intermingled in every manner that may seem convenient. But
this should certainly not prevent the British House of Commons from
expressing its unstinted admiration for the splendid and spectacular
victories gained by the United States troops under General Bradley,
both at Cherbourg and in the southward march, now become almost a
gallop down the peninsula. The Germans have certainly had remark-
able opportunities of revising the mocking and insulting estimate
which they put upon the military value of the American Army at the
time they declared war upon the great Republic.

We British and Canadians too have tgken our full share in these
fierce and prolonged conflicts. We have fulfilled the indispensable
part which was assigned to us by the Supreme Commander and, under
him, by General Montgomery. If General Eisenhower as supreme
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